Myles Robert René Frechette

Since August 2003 Ambassador Frechette’s focus is international consulting concentrated on trade and business issues

Previous experience includes:

President and Chief Executive Officer of the Americas Society and Council of the Americas in New York from July 2002 through July 2003

Trade and business consultant as well as Executive Director of the North American- Peruvian Business Council from October 1998 to July 2002.

Special Coordinator for the Santiago Summit of the Americas – November 1997 to October 1998

Ambassador to Colombia – July 21, 1994 to November 8, 1997

Director of Policy Planning, Coordination and Press in the Department of State’s Bureau of Inter-American Affairs, from June 1993 to July 1994.

Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Latin America, the Caribbean and Africa from August 12, 1990 through May 31, 1993 in the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR).  He was also responsible for commodities, including coffee, and the Generalized System of Preferences.

Following Ambassador Frechette’s assignment to Cameroon, he was selected by the President’s Commission on Executive Exchange to work in the private sector for one year.  Under that program he worked from October 1987 to October 1998 in the International and Banking Sector of Manufacturers Hanover Trust in New York.

Ambassador to Cameroon from 1983 to 1987

Ambassador Frechette joined the Foreign Service in 1963, after several years in the private sector, including with the Boeing Company.  His assignments in the State Department in Washington, DC were all related to Latin America.  He worked in the Office of the Coordinator of Cuban Affairs (1963-1965) and later was the Coordinator of Cuban Affairs from 1979 to 1982.  He was Peru Desk Officer from 1971 through 1974.  From 1982 to 1983 he worked on Special Projects directly for the Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs.

Overseas, in addition to his two ambassadorial assignments, he served in Honduras (1965-1967), Chad (1968-1969), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (1974-1976), Caracas (1976- 1979) as Political Counselor and Sao Paulo, Brazil (1988-1990) as Consul General.

Ambassador Frechette is a Senior Associate in the Americas Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) and a member of the Advisory Committee of the Americas Division of Human Rights Watch.

Ambassador Frechette was born in Chile in 1936, received a B.A. from the University of British Columbia in 1958 and an M.A. from the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) in 1972.

He speaks Portuguese, Spanish and French.

Ambassador Frechette and his wife, Barbara, have a daughter, Alicia, and a son, Stephen.

